The image you just clicked is from a golf brochure I wrote for 3 Creek Ranch in Jackson Hole. Below is the copy for the entire brochure. One of the Rees Jones crew sent me the ‘course notes’ at the end of the piece, which vaguely resembled written English, and I rewrote, revised, edited and proofed it into what you see today. 

3 Creek Ranch Golf Brochure

Head:  
The Nature of the Game 

Nestling comfortably among natural contours of earth, before a Teton backdrop millions of years in the making, is the esteemed golf course at 3 Creek Ranch. Cited by Travel and Leisure Golf as 2005’s second best new course in the world, the Rees Jones design blends seamlessly with wild creeks, alpine meadows and a menagerie of mountain wildlife. These eighteen holes make up the first private golf course to ever grace the untamed splendor of Jackson Hole.

Head:  
Let the elk play through.

Out here in the Greater Yellowstone Ecosystem, a game of golf on this 7,600-yard course is anything but ordinary. Well-struck drives ride the wind beneath climbing bald eagles. Lofty shots reflect in spring-fed waters—a white streak above for the trout below. And long putts sink under twilight skies of impossible pinks and pastel blues.  Encounter the 3 Creek Ranch privilege and rare advantage of golf completely immersed in nature.

Head:  
A tame sanctuary in the wild.

Poised on the crest of a hill with panoramic sweeps of wonderscape, the stately Clubhouse is a fitting finishing touch to a course destined to become a Rees Jones classic. Savor an intimate dinner in the exquisite dining room.  Stargaze on an outdoor deck by the warmth of a blazing fire.  Fill an afternoon playing tennis, swimming in the heated outdoor pool or basking in the hot tubs. And a state-of-the-art Fitness Center boasts the latest in exercise equipment, spa treatment facilities and an ample multi-purpose room for yoga, Pilates and aerobics—all bounded by incredible Teton vistas.

Spread:
Head:  

Golf course notes from Rees Jones.

“Only a handful of courses can hold your interest over time. I believe 3 Creek Ranch is one of them. The terrain demands a huge variety of shots and stances, and then nature’s thrown into the mix. A moose here, a migrating flock of geese there. No two rounds are ever the same. The unexpected keeps everything fresh.”

1st Hole, Par Four, 475 Yards

“Four Pines”

A great way to kick off what’s sure to be a very memorable round.  This strong dogleg left along the trumpeter swan habitat features a view of the Four Pines mountain range, one of the premier backcountry ski runs for Jackson’s expert skiers.

2nd Hole, Par Five, 615 Yards

“Cutthroat Bridge”

This dogleg right plays across and parallel with Spring Creek and its natural aquatic vegetation.  A big drive over the right hand fairway bunkers will make it possible to get home in two, however, a missed tee ball could spoil the sight of one of life’s small pleasures—a feisty cutthroat being reeled in.

3rd Hole, Par Three, 190 Yards

“Wind River Mountains”

The presence of wetlands in front of the tee helps provide a unique setting for the first par three.  Master your spin and you shouldn’t have a problem remaining atop this narrow green.  But a shot that finds the front greenside bunker may deprive its unlucky shooter of fully absorbing the fantastic view of the Wind River Mountains in the distance.

4th Hole, Par Four, 320 Yards

“Mosquito Creek”

A true risk/reward hole.  The temptation of driving the green and making eagle must be carefully weighed with the reality that a poor drive will land in one of the deep fairway bunkers on the right…or in the pond that lurks along the left of the green.  Standing on the tee box, players may view Mosquito Creek, site of the historic 2001 fires and one that has yielded obsidian pebbles—a possible by-product of prehistoric tool making.  Choosing the right tool is the key to this hole.

5th Hole, Par Four, 520 Yards

“Eagle’s Perch”

Rated as the #1 handicap hole, this long par four requires two well-struck shots to reach the green in regulation.  The wetlands along the right of the green and the mature vegetation behind it provide a unique visual frame for the hole.  Though not in score, seeing an eagle fly by your approach shot is not an uncommon sight on this hole.  

6th Hole, Par Four, 440 Yards

“Cottonwood Row”

The naturally elevated tee provides a beautiful view of the cottonwoods that line South Park Loop.  The native beauty makes it difficult to concentrate. But concentrate you must; a tee shot that drifts too far right will creep into Spring Creek.  A fade off of the fairway bunkers will leave a player with a short iron approach to the green.  

7th Hole, Par Three, 170 Yards

“Leek’s Canyon”

The shortest of an outstanding collection of holes, the seventh features a small, elevated green that calls for a higher trajectory tee shot to negotiate the treacherous greenside bunkers.  A poor decision, or perhaps a gust of wind, could result in recovery from a deep bunker to save par.  In the distance, players may bear witness to para-gliders leaping from a stretch on the backside of Snow King Mountain called “Leek’s Canyon”.

8th Hole, Par Five, 650 Yards

“Swan Lakes”

Following the shortest hole is the longest. It features a series of ponds paralleling the entire right side of the hole.  The shot into the green, especially when the pin is tucked far right, demands both nerve and skill to avoid plunging into the watery abode of the trumpeter swans.

9th Hole, Par Four, 410 Yards

“Munger Mountain”

Vivid colors from Munger Mountain provide a dazzling background as players contemplate tee shot strategies.  The temptation is to attempt to carry the fairway cross bunker and gain the best angle of approach into a green that is protected by water in the front and to the left.  However, be very careful.  A drive that ends up in the sand is an automatic lay-up.

10th Hole, Par Four, 450 Yards

“The Hobacks”

This par four flows through a meadow of native grasses and evokes a feeling of wide-open space.  Strategically placed fairway bunkers place a premium on the position of one’s tee ball.  Mature cottonwoods frame the approach shot into the green and at a distance one can catch a glimpse of The Hobacks—where the Hoback and Snake rivers collide to create one of the major river confluences in northwest Wyoming.

11th Hole, Par Four, 440 Yards

“Rendezvous Mountain”

Water bordering the entire left side of the hole, along with the presence of tactically placed fairway bunkers, makes for a challenging tee shot.  The middle iron approach shot may be overshadowed by the background view of the 10,450 feet summit called Rendezvous Mountain.

12th Hole, Par Four, 470 Yards

“The Covered Bridge”
An errant tee shot has a good chance of veering into the lake on the left.  The second shot demands a middle or long iron shot to penetrate the well-protected green.  A pin placement located on the front left of this hole will make even the plus handicapper leave with a high number and an early exit over The Covered Bridge.

13th Hole, Par Four, 420 Yards

“Wolf Mountain”

Keep away from the fairway bunkers and lucky number thirteen is one of the best birdie opportunities on the back nine.  Don’t hesitate to club-up on the approach to this elevated green.  A shot that settles on the wrong side of the flag could spell three putts.  Players looking towards the pin may catch a glimpse of Wolf Mountain, one of the highest peaks in the Snake River Range.

14th Hole, Par Five, 600 Yards

“Red-Tailed Hawk”

Big hitters have a chance to reach this hole–the shortest of the par fives–in two shots.  However, a score of par or better is essential, as there are no ”breathers” the rest of the way home.  Players admiring the cottonwoods on the left side of the fairway may spot several nesting areas for red-tailed hawks.

15th Hole, Par Three, 240 Yards

“Observation Peak”

This downhiller begins a series of strong finishing holes that traverse the site’s “upper bench.” Similar to the holes that follow, the fifteenth is nestled among mature sage and features spectacular views in all directions.  One such view is of Observation Peak, a site that has inspired many photographers including Ansel Adams.

16th Hole, Par Four, 480 Yards

“Cattle Crossing”

Standing on the tee, don’t let the dramatic, head-on view of the Tetons take your mind off the task at hand.  The long down-slope, slight dogleg left insists upon focus and precise execution in order to make par.  A wayward tee shot could land you in the Cattle Crossing area that was built to move local cattle from the surrounding grazing regions.

17th Hole, Par Three, 240 Yards

“Lower Spring Creek”

Perhaps the most scenic and naturally diverse hole on the course.  Views of Lower Spring Creek reveal the home to spawning cutthroat trout, waterfowl and wintering trumpeter swans.  Pin placement on the left side of the green reveals even more—the danger of a big number.

18th Hole Par Five, 620 Yards

“Grand Teton”

The home hole—which requires three well-struck shots to reach the green—culminates with a stunning, panoramic vista of the Tetons and all of 3 Creek Ranch.  The towering Tetons are 13,773 feet above sea level, and rising.  While gazing at the view, don’t forget about a recently added fairway bunker on the right hand side of the fairway.  Its placement has made a routine lay-up shot into more of a strategic play.  
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