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ULI Experts Invited to Prince Charles’s Model Village

November 5, 2007 – His Royal Highness (HRH) Prince Charles of Wales invited approximately 70 guests and experts in sustainable building practices from the Urban Land Institute for a tour of the English village of Poundbury in Dorset, England. 

The Prince created Poundbury, an urban extension to the nearby city of Dorchester, with the hope of proving that people with low and high incomes can live together in a sustainable and close-knit community that embraces both private and public housing.

“As you walk around Poundbury,” said the Prince, “you will find it is difficult to identify which houses are social housing.” From the start Prince Charles was keen to see that Poundbury’s homes would be fashioned in the architectural vernacular of the surrounding area. 

Though viewed as an overwhelming success today, the Prince’s battle to see his Poundbury community become reality was not so easily won. Twenty years ago, media everywhere panned Prince Charles’s vision of Poundbury. Today, those same pundits are praising the new community’s many virtues. 

Along with work and leisure facilities, Poundbury has a number of small retail establishments. Commenting on the compact walkable, mixed-income, mixed-use community, His Royal Highness stated, “…there is no reason to abandon the timeless principles on which society was built.”

Toni Alexander, President of southern California-based real estate marketing firm, InterCommunicationsInc, attended the Prince’s Poundbury tour. She remarked, “Poundbury is a gorgeous community. The Prince has done an outstanding job of not only creating a beautiful place, but also of proving that edge developments like Poundbury are a viable solution to a growing populace.” Ms. Alexander, a long-time proponent of green building and sustainable living, also praised the eco-friendly slant of Poundbury by saying that the community’s effort to reduce carbon emissions “…makes Poundbury all the more wonderful.”

Furthering his stance of environmental responsibility, Prince Charles said, “We hope to learn from Poundbury what works and encourage developments in America to do these kinds of things – high density and low scale, preference of the individual to the motorcar, retail and work places so people can walk to reduce carbon emissions and building with materials that are in the neighborhood.” 

Perhaps Martin Spring of Building Magazine said it best when he wrote, “We hate to admit it, but Charles was right.”
